The 35th Annual Symposium on Coordination Chemistry was held at Hiroshima University on October 10-12, 1985. Professor Hayami Yoneda of Hiroshima University organized the symposium.
The scope of the symposium involved, as usual, i) Preparation Coordination chemistry is one of the most active fields of research in chemistry. of this country and has developed with those of methodology such as spectroscopy and others. Prof. Kazuo Yamasaki, the Emeritus Professor of Nagoya University, has once described the 100 years of coordination chemistry of Japan.' Present note will make a brief introduction of those developments after Yamasaki.
Prof. Yuji Shibata started research of coordination chemistry as well as that of spectrochemistry in 1913 after coming back from Europe with the experiences there. Shibata spent one year of 1910 at Leipzig under Prof. Arthur Hantzch for the spectroscopic study of cobalt complex compounds, then 1911 at Zurich under Prof. Alfred Werner for the separation and determination of asymmetric cobalt atom compounds, and further one year more, 1912 in Paris under Prof. Georges Urbain for the study on the absorption spectra of the rare earth compounds.
After he came back home, he was appointed as the associate professor of the Tokyo Imperial University in charge of the inorganic chemistry in 1913, then as the full professor in 1919. He also took the chair of the professorship of analytical chemistry in 1920 at the same university, which was the first chair of analytical chemistry of this country.
According to Yamasaki, the early time works from 1910 to 1920, which were conducted by Shibata and his collaborators, were devoted to the studies of the absorption spectra and the catalytic function of the complex compounds, relying mainly on the spectroscopic technique. Later on, in the time around 1930, electrochemical method was introduced by Masuzo Shikata, who worked as the coworker of Prof. Jaroslay Heyrovsky for the building up of polarography, and the analysis of the X-ray absorption spectrum of the complex compounds by Kenjiro Kimura and others.
Structural investigation on the coordination compounds has started in around 1935 in accordance with the activities on the syntheses by Tokuichi Tsumaki, Seishi Takagi, Yuzo Nagase, Yuichi Nakatsuka, Jyuro Horiuchi, Ryutaro Tsuchida and others.
Investigation on the absorption spectrum of the coordination compounds has become a very active field in the time from 1930 to 1940, for which the activities of Ryutaro Tsuchida, Taku Uemura, Kazuo Yamasaki and their collaborators must be referred to. All those activities cited above much rely on the developments of analytical chemistry, which, inturn, contributed much to those of analytical chemistry.
Researchers involved in coordination chemistry organized the Society of Coordination Chemistry in 1960 with about 300 members, to which many active analytical chemists of this country participated. The annual symposium started in 1942 with 8 reports at the Department of Chemistry of the Tokyo Imperial University, then the 2nd one in 1951 with 28 papers. As cited above, the 35th symposium had 290 papers. The International Conference on Coordination Chemistry which was first organized by J. Chatt of U. K. in 1951 counted 10th at Nikko with 130 participants from abroad.
